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..Know Know
Albert Samreth

Albert Samreth’s practice is shaped by a consistent engagement with systems.
Using humor to deconstruct and point at the uncertainty within accepted historic
or social narratives, Samreth underlines their role in our application of a priori
knowledge. He is interested in the narrative arc of when we decide that we simply
know that we know through a study of ontologically rather than epistemologically

vestiges of cultural behavior.

Samreth works with communal objects and media that possess an anonymous
ownership by multiple publics. He acknowledges the humble enchantment inherent
in the prosaic aspects of life as experienced through interaction with material. He
considers materials to be a periodic table or building blocks of relationships and the

human experience.

While in temporary residence in Phnom Penh, he borrows the city’s materials,
whose existence is weighted with a history of becoming told in part through labor,
place, displacement. Where do Phnom Penh'’s materials come from? How are they
used? What does labor mean here today? What does hand made feel like and look
like? Displacing locally available materials from their everyday function, Samreth
creates new conversations that extend to into language, current design aesthetics,

art history, painting, the frame.

Translation itself is an act of displacement; meaning moves from one form to

another, one culture to another. The associated tremors are on display.

About the Artist

Albert Samreth (b.1987, Long Beach) graduated from the California Institute of the
Arts with a BFA, Artin 2012. His mid-residency show Albert Samreth Investigates
The Eternal Brotherhood of Light (2009) and thesis exhibition Non Profit Self Titled
Solo Projects (2012), both at CalArts. He was included in the group exhibition
Bring Your Own Beamer, Transmission, Museum of Contemporary Art, Los Angeles
(2012). Samreth co-organized L.A. Unified, a weeklong symposium, temporary
library, and exhibition exploring the art school with Art Center, CalArts, UCLA, UCA,
faculty and students (2012).
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9 March - 5 May 2013

Albert Samreth, A Million Hang-Ups, 2011, aluminum, mirror, 166 x 46 x 46cm

Albert Samreth, If It Weren't For Bad Luck I'd Have No Luck At All, 2013, modified plastic rug, 175 x 122 x 1cm



