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Remember
Yim Maline

Yim Maline’s rigorous practice spans media and scrutinizes the complexities 
of freedom. Growing up after the official fall of the Khmer Rouge, Yim’s 
childhood years are considered politically “free”, yet she notes contradictions. 
Remember presents four achromatic interpretations of the artist’s childhood 
memories, in which the playful and the unsettling coincide.

Yim turns her family’s poor dinette into an eerie playground. Dinette 
(2010) is a sprawling floor installation of dirt scattered with three hand-
built, unglazed ceramic objects in series: knives, bowls, and bone-like 
shapes. New Face (2010) is a collection of nine rough plaster masks 
attached to the wall. The artist cast pieces of a face repeatedly, after which 
she anarchically pieced together the parts to reflect the disjointed nature 
of life during and after war. 

The centerpiece of the exhibition is a four-meter-long sculpture of a 
kite entitled Hope (2010). Kite-making and flying survived decades of 
cultural censorship during the Khmer Rouge. The artist remembers flying 
kites, especially at the end of the monsoon season and the beginning of 
the dry season – a time filled with hope for a rice harvest. In the artist’s 
adaptation, the customary kite named Khleng Ek is built of ceramic 
rather than the typical light and durable materials of silk or paper. Hope 
defies one’s expectations of a vibrant and celebratory recreational object. 
Heavy, black and silent, Hope’s fragile, ceramic tails rests on the floor, its 
flight a mere illusion. 

Scar 1-4 (2010) is a series of meticulous graphite-on-paper drawings 
in which the artist has imagined explosions of organically shaped rice 
clusters. Yim says, “In Cambodia, like most of Asia, we work for rice; our 
bodies are built of rice.” An explosion indicates a necessary release of 
pressure. The peculiar explosions in Scar are symbolic of a time to open, 
to travel, to learn. The title however is a reminder of something that never 
goes away. 

About the Artist
Yim Maline was born in Battambang in 1982 and is currently based in 
Siem Reap. She studied art at Phare Ponleu Selapak, Cambodia (1995-
2003), and received her Diplôme National Arts Plastique (DNAP, Art 
Option), École Supérieure des Beaux-arts, Caen la mer, France (2010). 
She has participated in numerous exhibitions in France and Cambodia. 
Remember is Yim Maline’s first solo exhibition.
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Scar 3, 2010
graphite on paper
79 x 110 cm

Remember

Hope, 2010
ceramic, bamboo, rattan, string
460 x 100 x 6 cm


