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No Name
Yim Maline

Until now, Yim Maline's practice has activated memories specific to her childhood
growing up amidst civil war. Using fantasy to reconstruct fragility, her ambitious
and skillful use of materials challenges our perception, while an inherent vein of
uncertainty and tension challenges our comfort. From her meticulous graphite-on-
paper drawings to her intricate sculptures in clay or lace, Yim asks us to adjust.

No Name extends these qualities through video and sound, and turns to the here
and now. Newly a mother, Yim considers the conditions in which she will raise her
daughter, especially as we together face the assertive and destructive force of
nature. In No Name, Yim calls for a conscious consideration of interconnectivity,
pairing universal symbols of birth and life in a cycle of ‘natural’ destruction and
controlled regeneration.

Entering the gallery, No Name is like a minimal island-universe. Dependent on time
and space, the installation is in a constant state of flux. At its center is a suspended
frozen disk of milk, onto which a looped video is projected: the image is an egg
burning until annihilation, like a micro big bang. The otherwise empty gallery space
is filled with the sound of searing flames and explosion, while a second channel of
sound is activated by the heat of the projection which forces the milk to melt. As
the milk drips away onto a black and mirrored acoustic platform below, a troubling
drum is layered into the space, a heartbeat that quickens over the hours until it
stops completely. As a new disk is installed, the process repeats.

The work is named No Name, and as such lacks a specific identity or fixed referent:
Yim's cosmology is emphatically cyclic and belongs to us all. A literal transformation
of matter through a repetitive process embodied in a series of interacting circular
forms, Yim's installation invites the audience to circumnavigate it. The work is as
acute as it is mysterious.

No Name is held in collaboration with the Cambodian Youth Arts Festival, and is
curated by Vuth Lyno.

About the Artist

Yim Maline was born in 1982 in Battambang, and is a graduate of Phare Ponleu
Selpak art school (2003). She holds a BFA in Fine Art, Ecole Supérieure des
Beaux-arts de Caen la Mer, France (2010). Yim’s group exhibitions include Seven at
Hotel de la Paix Arts Lounge, Siem Reap (2012) and currently Dom-naer Thmey at
Cambodian Living Arts, Phnom Penh. Yim’s solo exhibitions include Silk Threads at
Insider Gallery, InterContinental Hotel, Phnom Penh (2012) and Rememberat SA
SA BASSAC (2011).
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Yim Maline, No Name detail, 2012, mixed media installation



