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In Than Sok’s solo exhibition, Klah Klok, donation boxes, gifts
and games address forms, acts, and intentions around giving and
receiving as played out in our everyday personal, religious and
political relations.

The artist’s sculptures and paintings both depict and disguise
concepts and currencies of giving as a form of exchange — a
practice the artist likens to the Buddhist principle of merit making
and its association with positive karmic return in otherworldly life.

In Therevada Buddhism, a meritorious offering’s karmic return is
dependent not only on the spiritual quality of the giver and attitude of
the recipient, but also the manner in which one gives, as well as the
nature of the object given. Critical of what he sees as increasingly
corrupt relations, capitalistic gifts, and this-worldly intentions, Sok’s
Klah Klok hints at the game.

The exhibition title is borrowed from a common gambling game in
Cambodia played by all generations, especially around holidays. A
set of three dice and a game board bear six icons: crab, gourd (klok),
lobster, rooster, goldfish, and deer, or tiger (klah) interchangeably.
Players lay their bets atop the icons they hope are face-up when the
dice settle. Losses and returns are then dealt accordingly.

Sok scales up the Klah Klok dice in his eponymous sculpture,
replacing some of its icons with his own: a car key, house keys, a
rose, a wrapped gift, and a Buddhist cash donation box. From a
simple flower to increasingly lavish gifts in today’s Cambodia, the
player who is giving expects returns; the player who is receiving
becomes indebted, and the game continues its cycle.

The artist further images his provocation in The Gift 1-6, a series

of Sok’s signature watercolor paintings depicting unopened and
impersonal gift boxes installed alongside the Buddhist cash donation
box and the bowl-capped plate that hides Klah Klok dice.

Black Box returns to the question of intention. A row of uniform matte
black boxes line the wall, chained together. While they symbolize
the invisibility or unknowability of intentions beyond our own, they
acknowledge our bondage to the transactional nature of giving and
receiving.
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List of Works
Klah Klok by Than Sok

Klah Klok, 2017

Aluminum, oil paint, varnish
80cm square, 3 pieces
Edition 3

Black Box, 2017

Fiberboard, enamel, metal chain
20cm square, 16 pieces

Edition of 3

The Gift 1-6, 2017

Watercolor on acid free watercolor
paper

40 x 50 cm

Unique

Special edition by Than Sok

Klah Klok Game Board, Proposal 1,
2017

EPSON ink on 180g wood free paper
42 x 29.5 cm

Edition of 10



